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Derek Beaulieu’s a, A Novel is an erasure-based translative response to Andy Warhol’s eponymous novel.
Beaulieu carefully erase all of the text on each page of the original work, leaving only the punctuation
marks, typists’ insertions and onomatopoeic words. The resultant text is a novelistic ballet mécanique, a
visual orchestration of the traffic signals and street noise of 1960’s New York City. This visually powerful
half score/half novel highlights the musicality of non-narrative sounds embedded within conversation.
Published in December 1968, Andy Warhol’s a, A Novel consists solely of the transcribed conversations
of Factory denizen Ondine (Robert Olivo). Ondine’s amphetamine-addled conversations were captured
on audiotape as he haunted the Factory, hailed cabs to late-night parties and traded gossip with Warhol
and his coterie. The tapes were roughly transcribed by a small group of high school students. Rife with
typographic errors, censored sections, and a chorus of voices, the 451 pages of transcription became,
unedited, “a new kind of pop artefact”. These pages emphasize transcription over narration, hazard over
composition.
In his book, Derek Beaulieu offers a radical displacement of Andy Warhol’s work. He erases the novel’s
speaking characters—members of the mid 1960’s New York avant-garde—and preserves only the musicality of their conversations. Beaulieu perfectly provides a tangible example of Theodor Adorno’s theory
elaborated in his essay Punctuation Marks, in which he argues that punctuation marks are the “traffic
signals” of literature and that there is “no element in which language resembles music more than in the
punctuation marks”.
This visual poetry is accompanied by an essay by Gilda Williams, “Breaking Up is Hard to Do. Men,
Women, and Punctuation in Warhol’s Novel a”. Her deep knowledge of both Andy Warhol’s work and
the history of contemporary art explores the complicated history of the original novel and highlights the
urgent and precise spirit of Derek Beaulieu’s work—the work of an artist who situates Uncreative Writing at the core of contemporary literature and artistic labour.
Commissioned by Jean Boîte Editions, a, A Novel explores the most contemporary forms of Uncreative
Writing in 451 pages of visual poetry.
a, A Novel is the first book by Derek Beaulieu published in France.
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Derek Beaulieu born in 1973 in Montreal, lives and works in
Calgary (Canada). He is a poet, publisher and anthologist.
Author of nine books of poetry, six volumes of conceptual fiction, two collections of critical writing and over 175 chapbooks,
Derek Beaulieu’s work is consistently praised as some of the
most radical and challenging in contemporary Canadian writing.
Beaulieu has shifted his focus in recent years to conceptual fiction, specifically visual translations/rewritings. His book Flatland consists of visual patterns based on the typography of Edwin Abbott’s classic novel Flatland (information as material,
2017) and his book Local Color (ntamo, 2008) is a series of color
blocks based on the original text of Paul Auster’s novella Ghosts.
Derek Beaulieu was the 2014-2016 Poet Laureat of Calgary in recognition of his 20 years of writing and poetic publishing.

Gilda Williams is an art critic,
editor and teacher born in New
York and based in London since
1994. She teaches at Goldsmiths
College, University of London; and
Sotheby’s Institute of Art. Her most
recent books are ON&BY Andy Warhol (MIT/Whitechapel, 2016), an
anthology of 50 key texts on and
by the artist, and How to Write about
Contemporary Art (Thames&Hudson, 2014). Williams is a London
correspondent for Artforum magazine and her writing has appeared
in The Guardian, Tate etc., Time Out,
Art in America and Sight and Sound,
among many others.

“How exactly did Andy Warhol load the page with ‘murmurs and babbles’, ‘starts and stops’, ‘noises and interruptions’? The answer, abundantly evidenced in Derek Beaulieu’s a, A Novel (2017) – this digitally erased version,
which leaves only the additions of punctuation and incidental sound – is that a relied enormously on its team
of uncredited transcribers. The active contribution of this fluctuating group of poorly paid young women is
habitually ignored: negligible at best, risible at worst. Beaulieu’s pages envision a renewed assessment of their
work, foregrounding the labours of this under-paid and under-aged Factory underclass.’’
Extract of “Breaking Up is Hard to Do.
Men, Women, and Punctuation in Warhol’s Novel a” by Gilda Williams.
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collection

uncreative
writings
Uncreative Writings is a collection of conceptual poetry and literary ready-mades. This collection invites a range of authors and
artists to reveal language in the digital age : its quantity, its fragmentation, its visual dimension, its accessibility and its almost unlimited disposability.
These conceptual writings and experimental texts are in line with
a secular history : how ideas are exchanged, commented upon, selected, reused, recycled, adapted, updated, quoted, extracted, duplicated, gifted, distributed, signed and pirated. This is setting the
stage for a literary revolution.
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